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^/J*"^ 1 • A method for conducting Electronic transactions, the method 
comprising: 

(a) establishing a fir^t communication connection to a 
provider from a consumer; 

(b) submitting to th£ provider a request for a transaction; 

(c) processing saigl transaction, and generating electronic 
certificate data; 

(d) establishing af second communication connection from 
said provider to said consumer's printer; 

(e) transmitting /said electronic certificate data to said 
consumer's printer; and 

(f) controlling Ahe printing of an electronic certificate by the 
provider to print the certificate on said consumer's printer. 
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The method of claim 1 , wherein said transmitting act includes 
traiYsfinitting said electronic certificate data to said consumer's printer without 
involvement of said consumer. 

3. The method /of claim 1 , wherein said transmitting act includes 
transmitting said electronic certificate data to said consumer's printer without 
involvement of a consumer's computer. 
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4. The metraod of claim 1 , wherein said submitting act includes: 

(g) s/bmitting consumer identification information for said 
consumer; and 

(h) /submitting printer identification information for said 
^consumer's prtn 

5. The method of cliim 1 , wherein said processing includes: 

(g) confirming said consumer identification information; and 

(h) confirming said printer identification information. 
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6. The method of c 
communication connection inc 

(g) confirminc 

(h) replenishing 



aim 1, wherein said establishing 
udes: 

that said printer has sufficient supplies; and 
said printer with supplies. 




The method of c 

(g) providing 
electronic 



Image file 



aim 1, further including 

m identification indicia for printing on said 
certificate; 



(h) transmitting identification indicia data along with said 



<^said consumer's printer; and 



(i) printing said identification indicia on said electronic 
_^eeftifteate^ 

8. The method of claim 7, further/including 
(j) confirming that said identification indicia was printed on 

said electronic certificate; and 

(k) maintaining print-confirmation information for said 
electronic certificate by said provider. 

9. The method of claim 1 /further including 

(j) providing prinjnng instructions for printing said electronic 
certificate; 

(k) t ransm ittin^said printing instructions along with said 
image file/to^said consumer's printer; and 

(I) printingyfeaid electronic certificate using said printing 
instructions. 



10. The method of claim 8, wherein said identification indicia is a bar 
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I 11. The method of claim 1 , wherein said printing includes: 
h£\ (9) printing an cyiginal financial certificate. 

12. The method of claim 1 , wherein said printing includes: 
(g) printing an origin^ticket. 

13. The method of tlaim 1 , wherein said printing includes: 



(g) printing an original stamp 



14. The method of claim 1 , wjaerein said printing includes: 

(g) printing j^r^riginal postage label and an associated pick- 
up schedule lab^ 

15. The method of^aim 1 , wherein said printing includes: 

(g) an original credit card that is activated for 

immedj^te use. 

. jjf 16. The method of claln 1 further including: 

(g) requesting said user to make a payment for said 
electronic transaction; and I 

(h) confirming s^id payment 

The method pf claim 16, wherein said printing includes: 



y v ' (i) printing an original receipt for said payment. 

Y 

18. The methdd of claim 1 , wherein said printing includes: 



(g) pri/rting an original debit card that is activated for 
immediate use, 

19. The rnethod of claim 1, wherein said printing includes: 

(g) / printing an original pre-paid card that is activated for 
immediate use. 
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20. A method for conducting electronic transactions, the method 



(a) requesting 

(b) transmitting 



(c) printing sai 



comprising: 

^transaction from a provider; 
authorized document data to a consumer's 
printer that is under direct contrbl of said provider in response to said 
transaction; and 

authorized document with said consumer's 




21 . The method ©f claim 20, wherein said transmitting act includes: 

(d) transmitting said authorized document data to said 
consumer's printer without involvement of said consumer. 

22. The method of c laim 21 , further including: 

(e) directly confirming that said consumer's printer has 
sufficient supplies to print said authorized document; and 




(f) 



automati 



supplies. 



:ally replenishing said consumer's printer with 



23. A system for isjbuing and printing authentic certificates for a 
consumer, comprising: 

(a) a provider information processing system that receives 
request for an authentic certificate and generates said authentic certificate, 
said processing system providing printing instructions for printing said 
authentic certification; 

(b) a network connecting said processing system to a 
plurality of user's; and 

(c) a prihter connected to a point on said network in 
communication with saicy provider information processing system, such that 
said consumer's printer receives authentic certificate data and printing 
instructions from said provider information processing system and prints the 
authentic certificate according to said printing instructions. 
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24. The sysfem of claim 23, wherein said communication connection 
the IntepR^t. 

25. The systeflfe of claim 23, wherein said communication connection 
is via optical communiqatftn medium. 

26. The systeiih of claim 23, wherein said communication connection 
is via wireless commun/cation medium. 

Vjy^O 27. The system of claim 23, wherein said provider information 
' pressing system includes means for: 

(c) diroctly confirming that said consumer's printer has 
sufficient supplies to print said authentic certificate; and 



(d) repl 



snishing said consumer's printer with supplies. 



includes means for sem 



28. The system of claim 23, wherein said consumer's printer 



ng print-confirmation information to said provider. 



29. The system of claim 23, wherein said consumer printer is 
capable of printing authentic certificates of different dimensions. 

i 

30. A printing device associated with a consumer, comprising: 

(a) means for receiving printing data and printing instructions 
from a remote provider; a id 

(b) mear s for printing said printing data according to said 
printing instructions unde ' said remote provider's direct control without 
involvement of said consumer. 




31 . The printing devip£*of claim 30, further including: 

(c) means/for acknowledging receipt of said printing data 
directly to said remote provider. 

32. The printing device of claim 30,/further including: 

(d) means for canceling a minted material; and 
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(e) means fofr sending information about cancellation of said 
printed material to said remotp provider. 

33. The printing device^pfxlaim 30, wherein said printing data is 
printed on paper. 

34. The orintirfg device of claim 30, wherein said printing data is 
printed on plasffic. 



35. The printing device of claim 30, wherein spid printing data is 



prmtld on CD ROM. 

f 

36. The printing device of claim 32, wherein said canceling include: 

/ 

(f) defacing said printed material; and 

(g) sending an image of sajd printed material in defaced form 
to said remote provider. 

37. The printing device of clarfo 32, wherein said canceling include 
sending identification information re^d from said printed material to said 
-remote proxade^ 

38. The printing device of claim 30; wherein said means for printing 
includes means for printing original financial certificates. 

39. The pricing device of claim 30, wherein said printing includes 
printing original tickc 

40. The mating device of claim 30, wherein said printing includes 
printing original s/amps. 

41 • The Panting devi^fe of claim 30, wherein said printing includes 
printing original payment reefeipts. 

^Pf 2 ' A method for checking that a user's printer has sufficient printer 
supplies by a remote providen, said method comprising: 
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(a) establishing communication with said user's printer by 
said remote provider; I 

(b) receiving information about said printer supplies; and 

(c) determining sufficiency of said printer supplies. 



43. The method of claim 42, wherein said establishing 
communication includes! establishing communication without a user's 
involvement. 
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44. The method of claim 42, wherein said establishing 
communication include€)establishing communication without a user's 
computer involvemprit. 

45. Th^ method of claim 42 further includes sending printer supplies 
for said user's printer. 

46. A method for printing original documents at a user location, the 
method comprising: | 

(a) establishing communication from a first processor 
associated with an authorizer of the printing of the original document to a user 
printer at the user location;/ 

(b) printing the original document with the user printer; and 

(c) contro ling (b) independent of a printer driver on a 
computer at the user location. 

47. The method of claim 46 wherein said user location is one of a 
plurality of usen locations. 



ThL jcrfethod of 



48. Ttfje jyfethod of claim 46 wherein said authorizer is one of a 
plurality of auth&rizers. 



yV»9 49. T( 



lethod of claim 46 wherein said communication is via the 



Internet 
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A method fo/ printing original documents at a user location, the 
\ method comprising: 

(a) printing an original document with a printer responsive to 
a printer resident driver; and 

(b) authorizing (a) with a driver resident on a processor 
geographically remote from the printer. 



lr x of p 



51 . The method q^dkim 50 wherein said printer is one of a plurality 
printers. 



52. Th^ffiethod of claim 50 wherein said processor is one of a 
plurality of processors. 



method of claim 50 wherein said authorizing is via the 




0^3^ 54. A method for printing original documents at a user location, the 
metfiod comprising: 

(a) transmitting first data for a first original document to a 
printer via a computer network; 

(b) printing the first original document responsive to the first 
data with a printer; 

(c) tra/ismitting second data for a second original document 
to the printer via the computer network, the second original document being a 
different type of document than the first original document; and 

(d) /printing the second original document responsive to the 
second data with \pe printer. 

A 

Jj* £)0 55 - The method of ydlaim 54, wherein said transmitting acts include 
transmitting said first and second electronic certificate data to said printer 
without involvement of saia user. 
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i^y p 56 - The method of lim 54, wherein said transmitting acts include 
T transmitting said first and secind electronic certificate data to said printer 
without involvement of a user" s computer. 



57. 



58. 



59. 



up schedule Jafcel 



The methoM of c aim 54, wherein said printing includes: 
(e) printing an original financial certificate. 

The method of claim 64, wherein said printing includes: 
(e) printing an Qrifflinal ticket. 

The method of claim 54, wherein said printing includes: 
(e) producing an ^>riginal stamp. 

The method-of claim 54, wherein said printing includes: 
(e^frinting an original postage label and an associated pick- 



61 . The method of clajim 54, wherein said printing includes: 
(e) printing an fkinal credit card that is activated for 

Hwnediate-use 

62. The method of claim 54/f urther including: 

(e) requesting said /ser to make a payment for said 
electronic transaction; and / 

(0 confirming saic[ payment. 



63. 



64. 



immediate use. 



The method of ofaim 62, wherein said printing includes: 
(g) printing ad original receipt for said payment. 

The method of claim 547wherein said printing includes: 
(e) printing an original debit card that is activated for 



65. The method of claimi^herein said printing includes: 
(e) printing an or/ginal pre-paid card that is activated for 
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66. The methdd of claim 54, wherein said transmitting acts include 
transmitting said firgjpjd second electronic certificate data to an intermediary 
jDartys* 

) jL{j 67 - The mejbecTof claim 66, wherein said intermediary party is an 
intermediary orinfer maintenance organization. 



